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September 2022 Newsletter

Fire season is here. Keep up to date with MCFSC in this month's newsletter. 

Inside this Issue: 

Updated Measure P website
Welcome to our new GrizzlyCorps Fellow
Research Spotlight: All you ever wanted to know about mulch and fire safety 
Save the Date: October 20—Learn How to Harden Your Home Against Wildfire
(Pine Mountain Firewise Event)
Insurance Industry Updates: Wildfire Prepared Home program, and Insurance
Commissioner Ricardo Lara's "Safer from Wildfires" proposed regulations
What does it take to become a Firewise Community?
Listen & Learn Opportunities

Fire Safe Sonoma's How to Become a Firewise Community

We hope you will support fire safety and VOTE
YES on Measure P on the November ballot! 

This is the easiest way our community may ever have to help our local fire

departments, which need support now more than ever, and also

to strengthen essential wildfire mitigation and preparedness efforts. 

Measure P will not raise your current taxes. It will simply redirect 1/4 cent

of the current county sales tax to our fire districts and prevention efforts,

helping us get ahead of and respond to wildfire threats. Unlike police

services, which the law mandates to be supported by taxes, fire and

emergency services are mostly volunteer—but they need your vote to help

cover the huge costs of being there for you when you need them.

 

Find basic information about Measure P and how to endorse it at

https://www.yesonpmendo.com/. If you want to dig deeper, that website

has been updated to include a Q&A, and the fact sheet includes answers

to questions like: Why was Measure P placed on the ballot by the

Mendocino County Board of Supervisors? Why is Measure P a general

tax? What is the County's record with allocating tax dollars? and Why are

some fire departments receiving more funding than others?

Please look into getting your own questions answered, and consider

endorsing Measure P as well as voting YES on P. 

Welcome to our new Grizzly Corps Fellow!
Mason Inumerable

Mason graduated from UC Riverside in 2018 with a bachelor’s degree in
Political Science. While there, he realized he wanted to commit his career to
tackling issues that would make the world a better place, and is focusing one of
the most important issues—climate change. Here in California, its effects are
most evident in the form of devastating wildfires.

Prior to signing up as an AmeriCorps GrizzlyCorps fellow, Morgan worked as
an advocate to improve fire and forest management policy. He also has hands-
on experience in fire-mitigation and fuel-reduction work with the California
Conservation Corps.

Last year, he worked as a GrizzlyCorps fellow for Fire Safe Sonoma and Gold
Ridge Resource Conservation District. This year, he is continuing with the
GrizzlyCorps program, and will be splitting his time between Fire Safe Sonoma
and the Mendocino County Fire Safe Council. We are excited that he has
chosen to continue working with Fire Safe Councils, and look forward to having
him on the team—welcome, Morgan!

Research Spotlight
The Science Behind Choosing a Fire Safe Mulch

For 0–5 feet all around your house (including decks or any
flammable attachment), you should always use a non-

combustible material like gravel or rock. But what about the 30-
foot zone around your house?

Steve Quarles from the University of California Cooperative Extension and Ed
Smith from the University of Nevada Cooperative Extension conducted a study
to determine what kind of mulch is the most fire-safe.

Here are some of their key takeaways:

Medium-size pine-bark nuggets, Tahoe chips (with or without fire
retardant) and composted wood chips possessed the least
hazardous combustion characteristics and are better choices for use
from 5–30 feet out from the house. Since they are combustible materials
and can transmit fire, do not use them in a widespread or continuous
manner. Separate areas mulched with these materials with
noncombustible and ignition–resistant materials in between them, such as
concrete, gravel, rock, or low, well-irrigated, fire-resistant vegetation.

Composted wood chips demonstrated the least hazardous fire
behavior overall of the eight mulch treatments tested, and would be the
best choice for use in residential landscapes. However, they are still
considered a combustible material and could still ignite wood siding, plant
debris or any other combustible material in contact with, or adjacent
to, the mulch bed. Also, smoldering combustion produced by this mulch
treatment may not be readily noticeable and may go undetected by
firefighters during a wildfire event.

Irrigating wood and bark mulches, as in a flowerbed, may reduce the ease
with which they ignite and burn. However, since water supply and
pressure may be limited or unavailable during a wildfire, wetting
mulches should not be relied upon to lessen the fire hazard. Also, the
typically very dry, hot and windy conditions during wildfires will quickly dry
out the mulch bed between irrigation cycles, making it more flammable. It
should be noted that drip irrigation used in flowerbeds typically does not
wet the entire area. Consequently, dry areas of wood and bark mulches
could still exist in flowerbeds under irrigation.

LEARN HOW TO HARDEN YOUR
HOME.

Save the Date!
Pine Mountain Fire Safe Council/

Firewise Event
Thursday, October 20th

6:30–8:30
at the Willits Senior Center

Join Pine Mountain FSC for an evening with UC
Cooperative Extension Forest Advisor

Yana Valachovic

In her role as Forest Advisor, Yana is active in California policy development,
serving as a technical resource on bioenergy, forest management, home
hardening, and improvements to defensible-space legislation. 

Yana will be speaking on the importance of home hardening, including Zone
Zero, the new "Wildfire Prepared Home" program being rolled out by the
insurance industry, and her research on the Paradise Fire. 

Come and discover the science of how wildfires threaten your home, and learn
how simple, inexpensive changes can make all the difference in whether your
home will survive a wildfire. Whether you are a homeowner, a renter, or a
contractor, making smart choices when it comes to materials and design is a
proven way to help buildings withstand wildfires.  
 
Thank you to Pine Mountain Fire Safe Council, and especially Lauren Roberts,
for putting on this informative event! 

More information at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1797444903620673/?
multi_permalinks=5787065544658569&ref=share
 

Three approaches that may help with your
homeowners insurance:  Wildfire Prepared, Safer

from Wildfire, and Firewise Communities. 

The Insurance Institute for Business and Home
Safety has created a voluntary, research-based

and insurance industry-backed mitigation
program called Wildfire Prepared

Home, designed to reduce your home's wildfire
risk.

If you are afraid you might be in danger of losing
your home insurance, this is a good opportunity
to consider what it will take to comply with their
conditions and help keep your home insured.

Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara has
submitted the first-ever insurance-pricing

regulations, requiring insurance companies to
take into account specific mitigation actions taken
by homeowners under the Safer From Wildfires

framework.

These regulations could be approved as early as
next month to help control insurance prices.  

What Does it Take to Become a Firewise
Community? 

If you are already part of a Neighborhood Fire Safe Council, you know the
benefits of working with your neighbors to make your community more resilient
to wildfire. Firewise USA® offers national recognition and certification as a
Firewise Community—a greater level of preparedness—by providing specific
criteria for communities to qualify as highly prepared for wildfire.

These days, there may be extra benefit to becoming a Firewise Community.
The "Safer from Wildfire" regulations put forth by CA Insurance Commissioner
Lara include Firewise Communities as potentially eligible for an insurance
discount. See this list of insurance companies that currently offer a discount for
Firewise Communities or individual homeowner mitigation work. 

So how do you become a Firewise Community?  It's not too hard: Organize,
Plan, Do, Apply—and keep it up! Below are steps adapted from CAL FIRE on
getting started, and an excellent step-by-step webinar from our friends at Fire
Safe Sonoma. 

1) Organize.  Form a board or committee of residents and other stakeholders.
Consider inviting your local fire department and the Mendocino County Fire
Safe Council. This group's purpose is to identify the Firewise site’s boundaries
and size. Firewise Communities need a minimum of 8 individual single-family
residential units, with a maximum of 2,500. 

Fire Safe Sonoma recommends a "sweet spot" of between 20 and 1,000
dwellings. 

When defining the extent of your community, keep in mind that there is an
"Annual Commitment" requirement based on the number of houses, and
you need to be realistic about fulfilling that commitment.

2) Plan. Complete a Community Wildfire Risk Assessment. This can be done
through homeowner surveys, with the help of your local fire department and as
a group. Then develop an Action Plan that includes a prioritized list of risk-
reduction projects, along with suggested homeowner actions and education
activities. You can use this California-specific Action Plan template.

Watch this tutorial on how to complete a Community Wildfire Risk
Assessment. You may find this Firewise USA Risk Assessment template
very useful.

Risk Assessments are updated every five years, and Action Plans are
updated every three years.

3)  Do. Host an outreach event, and work with your neighbors on how to create
an Action Plan. Each Firewise Community is required to annually invest one
volunteer hour (monetary equivalent $29.95 in CA) for each home within its
boundary.

This Annual Commitment can include meeting attendance, consultations with
arborists and fire professionals, and regular defensible-space and home-
hardening maintenance done by either you or professional landscape/tree
service contractors. Develop a method of tracking volunteer hours and
monetary contributions—you can use this worksheet for documenting them. 

See this list of wildfire-mitigation activities as examples that you can count
towards the Annual Commitment. An hour per home isn't much to invest,
and most of these activities are probably already happening in your
neighborhood!

Sherwood Firewise, a longstanding Firewise Community in Brooktrails,
northwest of Willits, has created an easy, user-friendly way to
track volunteer hours, which you can find here and use as a sample for
your own tracking process.

4) Apply. Once you are ready, apply here to be a Firewise Community. CAL
FIRE will review your application first, and submit it to the National Fire
Protection Association for final review. 

Then keep up the good work! Continue to fulfill your Annual Commitment and
work with the Mendocino County Fire Safe Council to complete projects in your

Action Plan and pursue grant funds. 

Questions? Please reach out to us at admin@firesafemendocino.org if you
want to start a Firewise Community and need some assistance.

We are here to help!

Listen & Learn - All About Firewise 

Fire Safe Sonoma's informative webinar on how to
become a Firewise Community - Step-by-Step Guide

This webinar has been put together by Fire Safe Sonoma to help residents who want
to work with their neighbors to become an accredited Firewise Community. It will

cover the process and benefits involved in becoming Firewise.
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