
MENDOCINO COUNTY FIRE SAFE COUNCIL, INC.  
MEETING MINUTES  

Wednesday, September 27th, 2017 
410 Jones St, Suite C-3, Ukiah, CA 95482 

Attendees: 
 Mary Mayeda, Mendocino County Resource Conservation District (MCRCD), Forest Program 

Manager 

 Tricia Austin, Cal Fire, Fire Prevention Specialist/PIO 

 Georgeanne Croskey, Mendocino County Board of Supervisors (BOS) 

 George Britton, Pine Mountain FSC 

 Lauren Robertson, Pine Mountain FSC 

 Don Mitchell, Pine Mountain FSC 

 David Barre, Black Bart Trail FSC 

 Anna Marie Stephens, Vichy Hills FSC 

 Michael Golick, Vichy Hills FSC 

 Francois Christen, Nash Mills Ranch 

 Andres Avila, Chief, Anderson Valley VFD 

 Hannah Bird, UC/Hopland Research Extension Center 

 John Anderson, Mendocino Redwood Company 

 Hinda Darner, Fuels Officer, Mendocino National Forest 

 Frank Abley, District Ranger, Mendocino National Forest 

Welcome and Overview: Mary Mayeda, meeting facilitator, opened the meeting at 10:04am. Minutes of 

the July 26
th
 meeting were distributed for review and approved as submitted. Anna Stephens requested 

that “Red Flag Education” be added to the agenda. 

MCFSC Report: Mary reported that the contract regarding the County’s funding ($24,500) for the FSC 

is in the process of being completed. Funding is for FSC operations, updating of the FSC web site and 

preparation of a county-specific fire preparedness kit/handout. 

She mentioned that UC Cooperative Extension is interviewing candidates for the Forestry Advisor 

position formerly held by Greg Giusti; she will be present for the public seminar portions of the candidate 

interviews and is hopeful that the person selected will be a new member of the FSC. 

Efforts to increase representation in Covelo include working with the Nature Conservancy’s Fire 

Learning Network and USFS FireScape Mendocino program. The Fire Learning Network has hired a 

consultant as community outreach; Mary has had contact with her and she will be promoting the FSC in 

her outreach in the Covelo area. Mary asked what the best way to follow-up with communities that have 

previously expressed an interest in starting a Fire Safe Council or becoming a Firewise Community. 

Andres noted that his experience with volunteer organizations has been to give them as much information 

and encouragement as you can but if their interest flags after that initial burst of enthusiasm, you cannot 

force enthusiasm on them. If they can’t muster the initiative to follow through, you can’t do it for them. 

Georgeanne reported that she is encouraging Covelo to establish a Municipal Advisory Council, as have 

already been established in Laytonville and Redwood Valley; the MAC can act as a starting point for a 

Fire Safe Council or similar efforts. Lauren suggested that existing local FSC might “adopt a council” to 

support a new FSC as it established itself. Several members noted that a powerful motivator is a nearby 

fire. 

PG&E-funded gorse removal in Caspar is continuing although the Caspar Community Center is no longer 

actively involved. 

Anna provided a detailed update on the Community Foundation-funded “Wildfire in the Hills” education 

syllabus for sixth grades in Covelo and Laytonville. CalFire was very helpful with materials as was 

Mendocino Redwood Company. 

The Navarro Watershed Firewise Communities grant request was not funded in the current round of 

Clearinghouse grants. However, due to the urgency of needs there, we are pursuing efforts to identify 



those projects in the CWPP as well as new projects that have arisen and accomplish them with available 

resources (e.g., CalFire fuel reduction crews.) John provided before and after photos of fuel abatement 

project MRC completed near Rancho Navarro using the fire safe exemption for timber harvest plan (trees 

less than 26 inches in diameter can be harvested). There was a brief discussion regarding the use of 

mastication vs hand crews vs prescribed fires for fuels reduction. It was agreed that best available science 

and the pros and cons of each method depending on the situation should guide our efforts. 

Memorandum of Agreement: Frank discussed the USFS reservations regarding the wording of some 

parts of the MOA. The USFS cannot be a signatory to a document (the MOA) that is in conflict with 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documents. Specifically, he recommends stating that climate 

change potentially increases the risk of wildfires. After discussion, it was decided that the “increased risk 

of wildfire may be due to the contributing effects of climate change.” Mary has also been in contact with 

County Counsel who feels that the FSC By-Laws should be updated to ensure that the MOA is in 

agreement with the By-Laws. Revision of the By-Laws will be drafted by a committee meeting as 

necessary with a goal of completion by January. Anna suggested Sandy Tanaka as a member of the 

committee; Michael also volunteered. David expressed an interest but he is not available during October. 

Mary will email committee members to coordinate. 

Council Member Reports: USFS-Out of one hundred forty-something lightning strikes there were seven 

fires started, all of which are now either out or under control. None of these were in Mendocino County. 

There are plans for prescribed burns in the Black Butte watershed in the coming months. There will also 

be a thinning project for wildlife management and fuels reduction in the Covelo area. 

PMFSC-Nothing to report as they are in the process of reorganizing. There are plans for a Zone Drill in 

the Pine Mountain area, coordinated by the Little Lake VFD. Lauren is trying to organize a chipping day. 

Andres strongly recommended that PMFSC do all it can to facilitate the Zone Drill as it can be very 

beneficial to the community as well as providing training and familiarization for the participating Fire 

Departments. David added his endorsement based on his experience with a Zone Drill centered on Black 

Bart Trail. Besides providing training for the participating FDs, it will be very instructive for the home 

owners involved. 

BBTFSC-Preparations are underway for our annual mailing which will include a flyer provided by Tricia. 

BOS-The County’s Class ‘K’ building ordinance is in committee for revision. Under discussion is the 

requirement for sprinklers and use of WUI building materials. The FSC may wish to consider input on 

these revisions either by letter or at the committee meetings. The consensus was that the FSC should 

submit a letter of support for inclusion of sprinklers and WUI building materials in the revised Class ‘K’ 

regulations. 

Anna-Opined that there needed to be greater awareness of “Red Flag” days.  

AVVFD-Andres thanked MRC for their assistance locating lightning strikes. He also mentioned that 

Anderson Valley has a smoke-spotter network instituted by the previous chief. 

Wrap-up: Next meeting will be November 8
th
,  the second Wednesday in November. Meeting was 

adjourned at 12:12pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

David Barre, Recorder 

 
The Mendocino County Fire Safe Council is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation  

organized for educational and charitable purposes. Meetings of its Board of Directors 
are open to the public.  Please call (707)  462-3662 for dates and locations. 


