
MENDOCINO COUNTY FIRE SAFE COUNCIL, INC.  
MEETING MINUTES  

Wednesday, November 8th, 2017 
410 Jones St, Suite C-3, Ukiah, CA 95482 

Attendees: 
 Mary Mayeda, Mendocino County Resource Conservation District (MCRCD), Forest 

Program Manager 

 Tricia Austin, Cal Fire, Fire Prevention Specialist/PIO 

 Mitch Bosma, Cal Fire, Defensible Space Inspector 

 Georgeanne Croskey, Mendocino County Board of Supervisors (BOS) 

 George Britton, Pine Mountain FSC (PMFSC) 

 Lauren Robertson, PMFSC 

 Don Mitchell, PMFSC 

 Sandy Tanaka, Robinson Creek FSC (RCFSC) 

 Cathy Tanaka, RCFSC 

 David Barre, Black Bart Trail FSC 

 Anna Stephens Golick, Vichy Hills FSC 

 Hinda Darner, Mendocino National Forest 

 Hannah Bird, UC/Hopland Research Extension Center (HREC) 

 Kim Rodriguez, HREC 

Welcome and Overview: Mary Mayeda, meeting facilitator, opened the meeting at 10:05am. 

Mary stated that the main purpose of the meeting will be to determine how the Council should 

respond to fire incidents, such as the recent Redwood Valley Complex Fire. Minutes of the 

September 27
th

 meeting were reviewed and approved. She noted that two action items from that 

meeting (updating the By-Laws and the Memorandum of Agreement) fell by the wayside as a 

result of the recent fires. She intends to follow-up with this. The FSC’s letter in support of some 

parts of the BoS update of the Class ‘K’ building ordinance has not yet been drafted. George 

Britton offered to work on it, with informational support from Georgeanne Croskey. 

MCFSC Report: During the recent fire Mary provided e-mail updates on fire status; there was 

general agreement that this effort was greatly appreciated. In the future, Mary will be able to use 

the FSC Facebook page for similar updates. Although the Sheriff provided nearly continuous 

updates, CalFire was hampered by intermittent access to the internet as well as more limited 

manning. 

Mary has also been working with Resource Conservation District regarding erosion 

control, reforestation and other fire recovery efforts. It has become obvious to her that the FSC 

has to work more closely with county agencies. 

Anna reported that she and Michael volunteered at the Grange while wearing their FSC 

shirts in an effort to promote the FSC and its mission to the community at large. Patricia noted 

that the present time is an opportunity to promote the FSC and broaden its reach by encouraging 

the creation of more local FSCs. Georgeanne emphasized that what the FSC does after the fire 

can be more important than what it did during the fire. 

How to Proceed in Recovery Events: HREC Acorn Bank. Kim reported that HREC is 

encouraging people to think about oak regeneration by acting as an acorn bank and offering 

technical support to anyone interested. 

Potential Workshops: Kim had made tentative arrangements with several UC Extension 

subject matter experts for presentations to the public in about three weeks. After a wide-ranging 

discussion, Wednesday, November 29
th

 was selected as the date with the location still to be 

decided. Potential topics to be covered included creation of a local fire safe council with 

examples provided by existing councils (PM, BBT and Greenfield Ranch); erosion control, 



hazardous tree removal and regeneration; prescribed fire; and other related topics. Reflective 

residence signs will be offered for a minimum donation and prepared for immediate distribution 

at the workshop. Details will be ironed out by interested volunteers following this meeting. 

Outreach to Develop Local FSCs: Covered during the preceding discussion. 

Council Member Reports: Anna encouraged the council to consider outreach/training 

specifically directed to older members of the community, not unlike her program for sixth 

graders. 

 Lauren discussed the experience of the PMFSC during the recent fire, which led to a 

discussion of the Volunteers In Prevention (VIP) program that Tricia is re-energizing. The 

program directly benefits the communities of the individuals involved and is a force-multiplier 

for CalFire. 

 David noted that flexibility in communications is essential in planning for an emergency. 

Will your land line work if power is out? Do you have a landline? Is your phone tree dependent 

on a single individual for activation? 

Adjourned at 12:05pm; next meeting will be January 24
th

, 2018. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

David Barre, Recorder 

 
The Mendocino County Fire Safe Council is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation  

organized for educational and charitable purposes. Meetings of its Board of Directors 
are open to the public.  Please call (707)  462-3662 for dates and locations. 


