
 
MENDOCINO COUNTY FIRE SAFE COUNCIL, INC.  

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Wednesday, September 28th, 2016 

410 Jones St, Suite C-3, Ukiah, CA 95482 

1. Call to Order at 11:06 by George Britton, Board President. 

Board members attending: George Britton, Sandy Tanaka, Cathy Tanaka, Anna Stephens, 

David Barre, Michael Golick 

Staff attending: Mary Mayeda, Mendocino County Resource Conservation District 

(MCRCD) Forester/FSC Program Manager 

2.  Introductions: Leslie Smith, CalFire Fire Prevention Specialist; Matt Prendergast, Range 

Specialist USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS); Lillian Hoika, Robinson 

Creek FSC; John McCowen, Mendocino County Board of Supervisors; Mike Sweeney, ‘No On 

AF’ Committee 

3.  Changes to Agenda: None 

4.  Approve Minutes: Sandy moved and Anna seconded approval of the minutes of the August 

24
th

 meeting; approved 6-0-0. 

5.  Financial Reports: Ursula Butler, Business Manager for MCRCD, reported she has received 

the missing bank statements and commenced reconciling QuickBooks from July of 2013; she has 

encountered numerous errors in the QuickBooks entries and has sought professional guidance for 

further reconciliation. The previously reported bank balance is unchanged. 

6.  Project Manager Update: Mary attended the Mendocino County Fire Chiefs Association as 

an observer. She ensured that all the chiefs were aware of the MCFSC and our mission and 

sought their input regarding potential new local FSCs. She also met with Chief Andres Avila, 

Anderson Valley Volunteer Fire Department, to discuss a planning grant proposal regarding fuel 

reduction in the Navarro River Watershed in Anderson Valley. There are $4.75 million available 

in SRA grants available for fire prevention this year (in addition to the $5 million dedicated to 

tree mortality due to beetle kill and drought). For the past two years MCRCD has submitted a 

planning grant proposal for fuel reduction projects in the Navarro River watershed in 

coordination with five communities in the watershed; these projects are on the landscape level 

requiring coordination across community boundaries. This is part of a partnership with MCRCD, 

NRCS, Anderson Valley Fire, CalFire Mendocino Unit and Mendocino Redwood Company 

(MRC). This year the grant request ($117,714.00) was submitted through the MCFSC; it would 

be a two year grant running from February 2017 to March of 2019. A primary goal of the grant is 

to create more local Fire Safe Councils. 

7. No on AF Presentation: Potential impacts to fire starts and emergency services with 

November’s Heritage Marijuana Initiative. John McCowen and Mike Sweeney gave a 

comprehensive presentation of their arguments against the passage of Mendocino County 

Proposition AF, the Heritage Marijuana Initiative (this information is available in the voter 

information booklet as well as various letters to the editor in the Ukiah Daily Journal as well as 

other outlets.) Michael Golick moved that the Board draft a letter opposing passage of 

Proposition AF; motion was seconded by Sandy and approved 6-0-0. Letter will be drafted 

following the meeting. 

8. MCFSC Messaging and Outreach:  

 a. Sandy has talked to Carole Brodsky of the Ukiah Daily Journal regarding an article about 

fire safety. Mary suggested that the thrust of the article should be about the impact of the drought 

on fire safety followed by what individuals and groups can do to promote their safety, 



particularly formation of local FSCs with the assistance of MCFSC. Availability of funds 

through the NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) would also be featured. 

Sandy noted that George Gonzalez’s summary at last month’s meeting was particularly pertinent. 

Mary asked for suggestions for appropriate photos to accompany an article. Black Bart Trail was 

offered for examples of defensible space and use of goats for fuel reduction. 

 b. Radio public service announcements were briefly discussed. Hannah Bird (Hopland 

Research Station) and NRCS have contacts with KZYX and the community radio in Covelo is 

another possibility. 

9. Upcoming Grant Applications: 

 a. SRA Fire Prevention Fund Grant (due 9/28/16)—Submitted; previously discussed during 

Program Manager Update. 

 b. Nonpoint Source (NPS) Grant Program Timber Regulation and Forest Restoration Funds 

(Due 10/10/16)—MCRCD will be putting in for road restoration/improvement in the Eel River 

watershed for watershed improvement. FSC can apply for road improvement for ingress/egress 

purposes and fuel reduction; Mary is soliciting inputs from FSC contacts in the Eel River 

watershed (Brooktrails, Pine Mountain, etc.) 

 c. USFS and NRCS Joint Chiefs Landscape Restoration Partnership (due 10/17/16)—Mary 

has contacted Carol Mandel to see if there is a possibility for FSC participation. Neighborhood-

scale projects, the larger the better, are more likely to be approved. 

10. Agency Updates: 

 a. CalFire—Mary asked Leslie (who is being transferred to Lake County in the near future) 

what FSC can do to assist CalFire in its mission. Information dissemination is the most important 

aspect of our partnership. Promoting defensible space and community efforts to improve fire 

safety are most beneficial. Leslie also offered samples of various CalFire brochures and handouts 

that are available; copies can be obtained by contacting Leslie or at the Howard Forest station. 

11.  Comments by Directors: George asked that any Board members willing to work on the 

statement regarding Proposition AF remain after the meeting as an ad hoc committee. The final 

draft will be circulated by email for full Board approval before publication. 

12.  Adjourned at 12:45; next meeting will be October 26
th

 at 11:00 am. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

David Barre, Secretary 

 
The Mendocino County Fire Safe Council is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation  

organized for educational and charitable purposes. Meetings of its Board of Directors 
are open to the public.  Please call (707)  462-3662 for dates and locations. 


