
MENDOCINO COUNTY FIRE SAFE COUNCIL, INC.  
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Wednesday, July 27th, 2016 
410 Jones St, Suite C-3, Ukiah, CA 95482 

1. Call to Order  at 11:03am by Board President George Britton. 

Board members attending: George Britton, Sandy Tanaka, Cathy Tanaka, Anna Stephens, 

David Barre 

Staff attending: Mary Mayeda, FSC Program Manager/MCRCD Forester 

2.  Introductions: Hannah Bird, Community Educator at UC Hopland Research Station; Dana 

Burton, Hopland RS Intern; Brandon Gunn, Pre-fire Engineer & Shawn Zimmermaker, Battalion 

Chief for Prevention Bureau, both of CalFire; Joseph Rodriguez, Fuels Technician Mendocino 

National Forest; Carol Mandel, District Conservationist USDA Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS), Lillian Hoika, Robinson Creek FSC 

3.  Approve Minutes: After George reviewed the minutes for those not present at the last 

meeting, Anna moved and David seconded approval of the minutes of the June 22
nd

 meeting; 

minutes were approved 5-0-0.  

4.  Changes to Agenda: None 

5.  Outreach and Meeting Updates: 

 a. PG&E Wildfire Prevention Grant Update—Mary finally got in touch with Corey Peters, 

the PG&E Vegetation Management Coordinator (apparently based in Bakesfield) this year; the 

previously advertised $2 million in grants all went to projects in the southern Sierras. However, 

they are reevaluating their budget and in hopes of a favorable decision, Mary re-submitted 

projects for Robinson Creek, Pine Mountain and Black Bart Trail FSCs as well as one for 

Schafer Ranch; there has been no response to date. If no funding is forthcoming, we at least have 

several “shovel-ready” projects in hand should any other source of funding arise. Lillian 

commented that she worries that brush cleared and stacked in expectation of chipping has now 

become a fire hazard when funds are not available; she emphasized the importance of early 

scheduling and funding (well before fire season starts) by PG&E. George noted the absence of 

PG&E representatives at our meetings for roughly the past year; Shawn told Mary he would get 

the name of the current PG&E Vegetation Program Manager for Mendocino and Lake Counties 

to her. 

 b. Pine Mountain FSC Meeting—George reported on the Fire Wise Community event held 

on July 14
th

; guest speaker was Linda Green, Incident Commander for the Valley Fire last year. 

 c. Bell Springs CWPP Meeting—Mary attended the meeting hosted by Will Emerson, 

Assistant Chief of the Bell Springs Fire Brigade; Bell Springs was the only county recipient of an 

SRA Grant funding creation of their Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP). Tony 

Howard of CalFire as well as a representative of Laytonville Fire spoke (as did Mary) regarding 

what sort of vegetation management projects should be included in their CWPP. Mary was 

impressed by their organization. 

 d. Meeting with Assembly Member Jim Wood—Mary, Patricia Hickey and Michael Golick 

met with State Assemblyman Wood and his county representative to emphasize the importance 

of using SRA fees for baseline funding of FSCs which are essential to promotion of awareness of 

fire prevention measures in wildland urban interface. They appeared attentive and receptive but 

perhaps the biggest takeaway is that they are now more aware of our existence and importance to 

the community. There is a meeting scheduled with state Senator Mike McGuire next Friday. 

Increased cooperation with local CalFire officials was also discussed as an essential component 

of our efforts. However, it was opined that it would not be surprising if the priority next year 



would still be fuel reduction rather than planning, noting that sixty-six million dead trees are a 

significant problem. Anna offered her pitch for education for the community, especially for sixth 

grade kids, such as has been implemented in Butte County. Hannah added that the Hopland 

Station is also involved with education programs and is working with Anna as well as CalFire in 

their development. 

 e. Schafer Ranch Road Association—Mary met with the Association president and toured 

the area, discussing what needed to be done. At their annual meetings they review water sources 

and develop maps for use by firefighting agencies. George mentioned that he has been in touch 

with Jim Mastin, who is still working to organize a Russian River Estates FSC. 

 f. MCFSC Website—Mary has not been able to establish contact with Brandon Kight. 

 g. “Are You Prepared” Brochure Reprint 

   i. $0.63 each for 1,500 = $945 

   ii. $0.55 each for 3,000 = $1,650 

   iii. $0.47 each for 5,000 = $2,350 

   iv. Includes full-color printing two sides, cut and folded 

 The above are expected cost of reprinting the brochure. Some corrections (minor) remain to 

be made but can be done in-house. It was recommended that information subject to change (e.g., 

names of fire chiefs) be omitted and so avoid future problems with updates. There was an 

extensive discussion of dissemination methods (mass mailings, handouts at public events, 

schools or stores) but considering our financial situation, printing will be delayed until a funding 

source can be identified. Sandy volunteered to solicit contributions from local stores, noting that 

such support can be acknowledged on the presently blank side of the brochure. 

6. Mendocino National Forest: Joseph explained his function regarding fuels suppression and 

management within the Mendocino National Forest. They assist in fire suppression in adjoining 

areas but their fuel reduction efforts are focused within the MNF boundaries. There is a spectrum 

of projects (mastication, hand-thinning, piling, etc.) aimed at re-introducing fire on the ground to 

promote a fire-resilient forest. Mary explained Fire Scape Mendocino, a collaborative effort of 

several stake-holders sponsored by the US Forest Service in coordination with the Fire Learning 

Center (of The Nature Conservancy) which meets periodically at different USFS sites to discuss 

various efforts and network with other agencies with a common goal. 

 At this point, Mary asked Carol to discuss the Environmental Quality Incentive Program 

(EQIP) that NRCS has. This is a program funded by the USDA under the farm bill (trees are 

considered an agricultural commodity, hence forest health is a USDA concern.) Her aim is 

strategic or landscape-scale projects which may include fire breaks or similar projects. Mary 

(who has recently been licensed as a Registered Professional Forester (RPF)) is double-hatted 

with the NRCS as their forester and has been working to bring more federal money to the area 

for forest health in coordination with USFS, FSCs, and CalFire as well as landowners. NRCS can 

provide technical advice and funding for suitable projects for qualifying landowners. Information 

is available through the NRCS website as well as from their office on Airport Park Blvd. 

7. University of California Cooperative Extension (UCCE): Hannah Bird of the Hopland 

Research & Extension Center (HREC) is responsible for cooperative extension (education) 

programs there, which include 4-H, Master Gardener, California naturalist programs as well as 

school outreach (middle and high). Carol mentioned the possibility of partnering with HREC for 

prescribed fire workshop. Mary noted that RCD, NRCS and UCCE are all participants in the 

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) addressing oak woodland restoration 

(conifer removal as well as prescribed fire) utilizing EQIP funding. 

 Shawn noted that Chamberlain Creek and Parlin Fork Conservation Camp Crews are an 

outstanding resource (not for use on privately owned land) for community projects; for about 

$235/day you get fifteen men with four chainsaws and a variety of hand tools to create fuel 

breaks or similar projects. He also mentioned that Conservation Camp Crew prevention projects 



are charged against SRA fees by Sacramento. SRA fees also fund two full-time defensible space 

inspectors; in fact his position is now funded by SRA fees. These and other accounting 

procedures result in the budget authority being able to claim that Mendocino County receives 

more funding for prevention than it contributes through its SRA fees, even though only one grant 

was approved for the county last year. 

8. Financial Report: Ursula Butler, MCRCD Business Manager, reported that she and Mary 

have finalized elimination of the FSC credit card; recurring bills will be paid through Ursula’s 

MCRCD credit card and then invoiced to the FSC for reimbursement. The paperwork is ready 

for new signatory authorization for the FSC bank accounts and can be signed after this meeting. 

Ursula is ironing out procedures for notification of local FSCs when contributions are received 

earmarked for that FSC. Lillian will meet with Mary and Ursula after the meeting to discuss this. 

Ursula has not yet reconciled the QuickBooks accounts and corrected duplicate (and triplicate) 

entries and so cannot provide a financial statement; she can provide a bank balance. (As it turned 

out, the paperwork was at her house as she has been working on this on her own time; she will 

have the information for the next meeting.) 

9. Comments by Directors: Dave reported on the use of goats for fuel reduction by several 

residents/neighbors of Black Bart Trail. Results were more than satisfactory on terrain that would 

be challenging for an individual to clear by other means. He has been unable to post before/after 

pictures on the FSC Facebook page. 

 Anna thanked all who attended; she was impressed by the size and composition of the group 

attending this meeting. 

10.  Adjourned at 1:00pm; next meeting will be August 24
th

. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

David Barre, Secretary 

 
The Mendocino County Fire Safe Council is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation  

organized for educational and charitable purposes. Meetings of its Board of Directors 
are open to the public.  Please call (707)  462-3662 for dates and locations. 


