
 
MENDOCINO COUNTY FIRE SAFE COUNCIL, INC.  

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Wednesday, June 22, 2016 

410 Jones St, Suite C-3, Ukiah, CA 95482 

1. Call to Order at 11:03 am by Board President George Britton. 

Board members attending: George Britton, David Barre; Anna Stephens 

Board member unable to attend: Sandy Tanaka, Cathy Tanaka 

Staff attending: Mary Mayeda, MCRCD Forester/FSC Program Manager; Ursula Butler, 

MCRCD Business Manager 

2.  Introductions: Michael Golick, Vichy Hills Fire Safe Council; Georgann Barre, Black Bart 

Trail FS Council/Fire Wise Community 

3.  Public Comment:  None 

4.  Changes to Agenda: None 

5.  Approve Minutes: After review, David moved and Anna seconded approval of the minutes 

of the May 25
th

 meeting; minutes were approved 3-0-0. 

6.  PG&E Wildfire Prevention Grant Update: Mary has made several unsuccessful attempts to 

contact Corey Peters (who relieved Chris Hughes as PG&E Vegetation Management Program 

Coordinator); this morning she tried contacting Chris and is waiting for a callback from him. The 

fact that Peters is based in Los Angeles, not Sacramento as Hughes was, is worrisome. Georgann 

noted that the later it gets, the less likely we will be able to find a contractor willing to do 

mechanical mastication due to the fire hazard. Mary will continue her efforts to contact PG&E. 

7.  Skunk Train Fuel Reduction Project: Robert Pinoli, owner/operator of the Skunk Train, 

initiated discussions with Madelin Holtkamp soliciting the assistance of the MCFSC in 

contracting Chamberlain Creek Conservation Camp crews for vegetation clearance/fuels 

reduction along the Skunk Train right-of-way between Willits and Northspur. The area along the 

tracks is used by hikers/campers and others as well as the train and should be a target for fuel 

reduction efforts. The Skunk Train has provided transportation to firefighters to areas otherwise 

inaccessible or difficult to access. Because private landowners cannot directly contract convict 

crews, he asked that the FSC act as intermediary in order to accomplish the work. Mary has been 

in contact with Dave Sentak of Chamberlain Creek and he is very encouraging; he recommends 

asking for thirty work-days. Dave also recommends a strong justification for the work to ensure 

he can get approval from his supervisor. Ursula recommended drafting an Agreement for 

Services between the FSC and Skunk Train, detailing that we would be submitting the 

application to Chamberlain Creek CC and hiring their crews; MCRCD has standard agreements 

that can be easily modified. 

8.  “Are You Prepared” Brochure Reprint: Additional copies of the brochure are needed; a 

printing run of 1,500 copies is estimated to cost about $1/copy or less. Some corrections are 

needed, primarily updated contact information, prior to submission to Printing Plus in Willits. 

The PDF copy of the file can be corrected in-house once the correct information is in hand. This 

run of 1,500 is designed to replenish the FSC’s stock on hand; if another mass mailing is desired 

then we will need a substantially larger print run. Related to this topic, the website currently 



displays the PDF of the brochure which is not particularly suited to such use. Ursula mentioned 

that MCRCD has the capability of modifying the information to make it more suitable for the 

website; after such modifications are complete it can be submitted to Brandon Kight for 

inclusion on the website. George will coordinate the information update. Printing Plus did the 

original printing of the brochure; it needs to be confirmed that there will not be additional 

charges for changes to the original. It also should be investigated if there would be any price 

advantage to having a larger quantity printed. Funding sources also need to be considered, 

especially if a larger print run is desired. It was noted that CalFire is handing out the brochure 

during its Home Ignition Zone Inspections (at least in some areas). Mary will check with CalFire 

to see if they may be a possible source of funds. 

9.   MCFSC Website: Mary put this on the agenda to solicit input regarding any improvements 

may be needed. Ursula mentioned that Brandon Kight is working on the MCRCD website as 

well so any changes we desire should be easy to implement. The FSC has a one-year contract 

with Brandon for maintenance of the FSC site. Dave mentioned that the home page of the site 

has an “upcoming events” calendar that has been blank since shortly after creation of the 

website. It was suggested that future board meeting could be used to identify appropriate items 

for inclusion in the calendar, e.g., local Fire Safe Council or Fire Wise events and related items. 

Anna felt that the website should also contain information regarding the tool library once that 

situation is finally resolved. She also presented a copy of the Butte FSC’s application for loan of 

tools. Their procedures require a refundable deposit and obligation for tracking volunteer hours 

of use of the tool as well as maintenance responsibilities and liability waiver. Tools were only 

loaned to FSC members. Mary has also contacted Nevada City FSC regarding their procedures. 

Our existing procedures include a liability waiver (which was prepared by a Board member) but 

has not been reviewed by a lawyer. Ursula suggested that the matter could be referred to our 

insurance carrier and/or BBK to clarify liability issues. Georgann reminded us that power tools 

have a finite life which is directly related to their maintenance; considering the age of the pole 

saws, the situation may resolve itself. Anna suggested the possibility that a local sharpening 

service/tool repair company may be willing to perform maintenance service as a tax-deductible 

donation. 

10. Financial Reports: Ursula reported that financial statements from the immediate past were 

apparently lost during the move to the new quarters. There are also problems with QuickBooks 

which may be related to the use of an older version. Ursula is confident that these problems can 

be resolved but she was not able to present a financial report at this meeting. The Secretary has 

copies of previous Balance Sheets and Profit & Loss Statements and will provide them to Ursula. 

Mary presented a check for a Robinson Creek invoice for signature. She also had letters to the 

bank and credit union, removing Madelin and adding Mary and Patricia Hickey as signatories. 

Madelin’s credit card, used for small admin purchases, will be cancelled; Mary will use her 

MCRCD credit card and invoice the FSC when required. Approval of a resolution changing the 

signatories was approved 3-0-0; resolution cancelling the credit card was also approved 3-0-0. 

11.  Comments by Directors and Public: Mary mentioned that she had spoken to DeAnne 

Hooper and the possibility of her returning to Mendocino County arose; DeAnne expressed a 

desire to become involved with the FSC again should she return to the county. There was general 

agreement that Mary should encourage DeAnne to do so. 



Georgann and David reported that six residents of Black Bart Trail are in the process of renting 

goats to clear vegetation and reduce fire hazards. Upon completion they will provide more 

information. 

George reported that Pine Mountain FSC will be holding an informational meeting at the Willits 

Fire Protection District Training Center on July 14
th

; guest speaker will be Linda Green, initial 

incident commander for the Valley Fire when it broke out. Board members were invited. 

Anna suggested that we should more actively encourage attendance at our meetings by reps from 

CalFire, PG&E, US Forest Service and similar organizations. She also recommended use of 

“share cards” at local stores to solicit donations. Board recruitment from Mendocino College Fire 

Science instructor and UC Hopland Extension (Hannah Bird recommended contact) was also 

suggested. 

12.  Adjourned at 12:35pm; next meeting will be July 27
th

. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

David Barre, Secretary 

 
The Mendocino County Fire Safe Council is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation  

organized for educational and charitable purposes. Meetings of its Board of Directors 
are open to the public.  Please call (707)  462-3662 for dates and locations. 


