
 
MENDOCINO COUNTY FIRE SAFE COUNCIL, INC.  

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Wednesday, May 25th, 2016 

410 Jones St, Suite C-3, Ukiah, CA 95482 

1. Call to Order by Board President George Britton at 11:09am. 

Board members attending: George Britton, Anna Stephens, David Barre 

Board members unable to attend: Sandy Tanaka, Cathy Tanaka 

Staff attending: Madelin Holtkamp 

2.  Introductions: Michael Golick, Vichy Hills FSC; from MCRCD: Patricia Hickey, Executive 

Director; Mary Mayeda, Forester; Ursula Butler, Business Manager 

3.  Public Comment:  George presented Madelin with flowers and a card in appreciation of her 

service as Executive Director of the Mendocino County Fire Safe Council. 

4.  Changes to Agenda: None 

5.  Approve Minutes: After review, David moved and Anna seconded approval of the minutes 

of the May 4
th

 meeting; minutes were approved 3-0-0. 

6.  MCRCD/MCFSC Memorandum of Agreement: With the Board as witnesses, George and 

Patricia signed the Memorandum of Agreement between the Mendocino County Fire Safe 

Council (MCFSC) and the Mendocino County Resource Conservation District (MCRCD) for the 

one-year “trial period” to test the viability of a merger of the two entities. Mary Mayeda will 

assume duties as MCFSC Program Manager, relieving Madelin of her duties as Executive 

Director. 

7.  Updates: 

 a. Mendocino County Fire Chiefs’ Meeting: George and Mary attended the bi-monthly 

Fire Chiefs’ meeting and found it to be informative. Although the county is comparatively 

sparsely populated, there is a large seasonal population of tourists that are present during the fire 

season and should be accounted for in fire safety planning. Fire Departments are challenged by 

large areas/small departments, mutual aid requirements and interdepartmental communication, 

firefighter training and development, firefighter recruitment and retention—all of which are 

adversely impacted by limited and/or diminishing funding. George also explained the planned 

merger between MCFSC and MCRCD to the assembled Chiefs. 

 b. Turtle Creek Community Forest Workshop: Mary attended a workshop arranged by 

Turtle Creek Fire Brigade Chief Bill Johnson on Saturday, May 14
th

; the community meeting 

was also attended by Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) Executive Director Carol 

Mandel and forester Tom Schott. They explained the California Environmental Quality Incentive 

Program (CEQIP) cost share opportunities for fuel treatment. Mary explained the Community 

Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) and how it could be used. There were also presentations on 

defensible space and related matters. The FSC’s handout on developing water supplies for 

firefighting was also appreciated. Mary was impressed by the community involvement and 

organization and felt the experience will be helpful to her in planning future community 

meetings. 

 Patricia gave an overview of the MCRCD’s emerging Land Smart forestry conservation 

plan, using the template put forward by CalFire, US Forestry Service, NRCS, and others using 

CEQIP and Coastal Conservancy funding to develop the plan. 

8.  MCFSC Tool Library: George has recommended liquidation of the tool library by selling it 

off, perhaps with local FSCs getting the first shot, at a reduced price in order to eliminate the 



MCFSC’s liability. Anna asked if by selling the tools to local FSCs (instead of to an individual) 

we would be shifting the liability to the local FSC, rather than eliminating it. Madelin suggested 

the possibility of transferring the tools to the Brooktrails Community Service District; they have 

insurance, an administrator, and they are centrally located in the county. She also suggested that 

the Mendocino County Library may be interested in adding them to their tool library. 

9.  PG&E-request for shovel-ready projects: This was a topic at the Fire Chiefs Meeting. 

Madelin had contacted Chris Hughes at PG&E but was informed that he is no longer the 

coordinator; however, he has forwarded the info to the appropriate individual. Mary will follow 

up because time is running out for some projects due to the approaching fire season. 

10.  CWPP-who keeps record of new and completed projects: Since the MCFSC website is 

hosting the CWPP, we will be updating project information. Information on how to submit 

changes is on the website; changes must be submitted to MCFSC for approval and subsequent 

incorporation into the CWPP. 

11.  Financial Report: Hardcopy was not prepared for this meeting. Madelin recommended that 

the trust accounts maintained at the credit union be closed and moved to the Savings Bank to 

simplify matters. Ursula will have a recommendation for action ready for the next meeting. 

12.  SRA-political advocacy on behalf of Mendocino County and SRA recognition: Michael 

suggested that we approach state legislators Wood and McGuire to explain how the FSC is 

impacted by funding inadequacy and advocate for SRA funding; he volunteered to participate in 

this effort. Madelin also reminded the board that the timber companies should also be 

approached for funding assistance since fire prevention is in their interest as well. Once the SRA 

lawsuit is resolved, there is a movement to provide direct funding to the FSCs from SRA funds. 

This should be followed up.  

13.  Comments by Directors: Anna asked for clarification of the Fire Safe Council-Fire Wise 

Community relationship/functions. Fire Safe Councils are a California program that may be a 

source of funding through their Clearinghouse Grants. Fire Wise Communities are part of a 

national program sponsored and supported by NFPA (National Fire Protection Association) that 

certifies that specific “communities” meet minimum standards for fire survivability on a 

continuing basis. The two organizations are complementary. 

 Dave reported on the Black Bart Trail Fire Safe Council/Fire Wise Community Annual 

Event which was a mock evacuation drill. Shortcomings were identified in the reverse 911 

system and will be addressed. 

14. Adjourned at 12:39pm; next meeting will be June 22
nd

 at 11:00am. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

David Barre, Secretary 

 
The Mendocino County Fire Safe Council is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation  

organized for educational and charitable purposes. Meetings of its Board of Directors 
are open to the public.  Please call (707)  462-3662 for dates and locations. 


