
 
MENDOCINO COUNTY FIRE SAFE COUNCIL, INC.  

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Wednesday, May 4th, 2016 

410 Jones St, Suite C-3, Ukiah, CA 95482 

1. Call to Order by Board President George Britton at 11:00 am. 

Board members attending: Sandy Tanaka, Cathy Tanaka, George Britton, David Barre, Anna 

Stephens Golick 

Staff attending: Madelin Holtkamp 

2.  Introductions: Mary Mayeda, MCRCD Forester; Patricia Hickey, MCRCD Executive 

Director; Erika Glenn, CalFire Defensible Space Inspector (Howard Forest Station); Lesley 

Smith, CalFire Fire Protection Specialist; Ursula Butler, MCRCD Business Manager; Michael 

Golick, Vichy Hills FSC. 

3.  Public Comment:  Lesley Smith stated she and Erika were sent by Shawn Zimmermaker 

(CalFire) for familiarization with the FSC. She has replaced Julie Cooley. 

4.  Changes to Agenda: None 

5.  Approve Minutes: After review, Sandy moved and Cathy seconded approval of the minutes 

of the February 24
th

 meeting; minutes were approved 5-0-0. 

6.  Executive Director’s Report: 

 a. Update on Community Wildfire Protection Plan. CWPP has been submitted to the 

Board of Supervisors and accepted by them; associated billings have been made and received. 

There is a link on our website to the CWPP; except for some minor changes to be made (mainly 

relating to format/appearance), the CWPP is complete. The next major update should not be 

needed for another year and then will be focused on project completion and new projects. 

b. Other matters. A potential major new project may involve thinning about twenty miles 

between highway 20 and the Willits end of the Skunk Train Line. Madelin has talked to Robert 

Pinoli (Skunk Train) and CalFire regarding the need for vegetation abatement, using Chamberlin 

Creek crews. This will probably be a fairly long term project and will require coordination with 

the neighboring property owners (facilitated by the FSC). This will be at no cost to MCFSC; it is 

expected that the Skunk Train will compensate MCFSC for any administrative costs incurred. 

c. SRA/Clearinghouse Grants. Mary attended the Clearinghouse Grant Workshop. 

Clearinghouse grants require a 1:1 match with non-federal funds from applicants. Unfortunately 

our expected funding partner backed out at the last minute so no projects were submitted. The 

project was for a large planning project in Covelo that was being submitted in cooperation with 

the tribes, Mendocino National Forest (fuels management) and CalFire District Chief. CalFire 

was the funding partner but backed out apparently due to miscommunication within CalFire 

headquarters. It is thought that this problem has been straightened out and planning is continuing 

for submission again next year. Participation by NorCal Prescribed Fire Council is also being 

investigated.  

Patricia Hickey attended a meeting regarding SRA Grants convened by County 

Supervisors Hamburg and Gjerde and was attended by John Anderson (CA Board of Forestry) 

Chris Rowney of CalFire and others. Funding this year was reduced by half; furthermore, on 

short notice, it was decided that only implementation projects would be funded—no grants 

would go to planning projects (this decision was made after the due date for proposals had 

passed.) No projects were funded in Mendocino County; all were rejected because of late 

submission (three to twelve minutes) caused by delays in uploading the required files, many 

were large map or .pdf files. Mendocino County provides 2% of the SRA fees collected; 



theoretically, two percent of the grant funds available should be coming to Mendocino County. 

As it stands now, the only SRA money coming back to this county is through CalFire funding 

additional home inspection specialists for the Mendocino Unit. Regarding funding of the FSCs 

with SRA funds, the commitment will not be made until the lawsuit regarding the SRA fee is 

resolved. Patricia also reported briefly on the possible creation of an Inner Coastal Range 

Conservancy (complementing the Coastal Range Conservancy.) 

 d. MCRCD/MCFSC merger issues. MCFSC payroll taxes have been paid through the end 

of this month; that should be the last payment assuming our only employee retires. Volunteer 

liability insurance still must be continued and non-profit tax filing is due by the end of June. 

Phone and internet billings are automatically paid from our checking account; internet support 

services are paid for one year, through next April. 

 Because of problems at County Counsel handling the Memorandum of Agreement, the 

final contract is not available. Due to the time sensitive nature of the MOA, Patricia has handed 

that responsibility to Steve Anderson of Best Best & Krieger (BBK) which MCRCD uses for 

other matters; the MOA is expected today but was not yet in hand at the start of the meeting. A 

draft of the original MOA with George’s “Terms of Negotiation” (to be incorporated) was 

submitted for review. Patricia has approval from the MCRCD Board to sign the MOA when the 

final version is received from BBK. 

 There was a short discussion between Ursula and Madelin regarding bank accounts (close 

the RCU account and do all banking at SBMC) and signatories (Ursula will assume authority for 

FSC trustee accounts as Madelin now has.) 

7.  Financial Reports: The FSC has $63,196.74 in its Savings Bank checking account and 

$4,426.74 in its SBMC savings account. We also hold $4,338.19 in the Redwood Credit Union 

trustee accounts for local FSCs, plus $75.00 in our business share account. 

8.  New Business: In a separate meeting, the FSC Board will discuss disposition of the tool 

library prior to the merger. 

9.  Comments by Directors: Dave reported that the Black Bart Trail FSC/FW Community Day 

event will be a mock evacuation triggered by a “reverse 911” call from the Sheriff’s Office on 

May 7
th

. He also attended the NorCal Prescribed Fire Council Conference in Middletown on 

March 24-25 which included a survey of the damage from the Valley Fire. Several owners on 

Black Bart Trail are contracting with Gonzales’s Brush Busters to clear vegetation with his goats 

in June. 

10.  Adjourned at 12:41 pm; next meeting is May 25
th

. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

David Barre, Secretary 

 
The Mendocino County Fire Safe Council is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation  

organized for educational and charitable purposes. Meetings of its Board of Directors 
are open to the public.  Please call (707)  462-3662 for dates and locations. 


